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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Blaby  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1969. 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  based  on  the  Registrar  General's 
return  of  population  of  69,340  and  are  given  in  the  relevant 
section  of  the  Report. 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  during  the  year.  The 
infection  in  both  these  cases  was  acquired  outside  this  Country. 
There  were  535  notified  cases  of  measles  against  a figure  of  695 
in  1968. 

I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Galsworthy  and  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  their  help  during  the  year,  and  also  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  assistance. 


I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  obediently. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Blaby  Rural  District 


Summary  of  Principal  Statistics  for  Years  1964-69 


Population 

Crude  Birth  Rate  (a) 

Still  Birth  Rate  (b) 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (c) 

Crude  Death  Rate  (a) 


1964 

1965 

1966 

62,980 

66,550 

60,620 

23,0 

20,6 

22.8 

13.5 

16.4 

16.3 

15.1 

13.1 

13.7 

8.6 

9,3 

10.2 

1967 

1968 

1969 

61,640 

66,950 

69,340 

22.6 

22.3 

20.7 

11,0 

10.0 

13.0 

12.0 

16.0 

10.0 

9.3 

10.0 

10.0 

(a)  per  thousand  population 

(b)  per  thousand  total  births 

(c)  per  thousand  live  births 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

707 

667 

1,374 

Illegitimate 

28 

32 

60 

Totals 

735 

699 

1,434 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

20.7  per  1,000  estimated  population 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

17.2 

16  7 

14,9 

00 

1 — 1 

14.3 

13.5 

13,0 

14.9 

14.3 

17.3 

17.5 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

20.7 

22,0 

22,2 

22.6 

21.5 

23.0 

20.6 

22.8 

22.6 

22.3 

20.7 

There  were  1,434  live  births  against  the  corresponding  figure  of 
1,490  for  1968. 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1969  per  1,000  population 
was  16  3 *The  Area  Comparability  Factor  is  ,88,  and  the  Local  Adjusted 
Rate  is  18,2 

*The  area  comparability  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth  and  death 
rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary  changes  and  make  allowances 
for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  from  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  In 

addition,  the  death  area  comparability  factors  have  been  adjusted 
specifically  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any  residential 
institutions  in  each  area  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates 

are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparability  factor,  they  are 
comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  area  for  that  year. 


DEATHS 


Deaths  from  all 
causes 


Males  Females  Total 

368  326  694 
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CRUDE  DEATH  RATE 


10.0  per  1,000  estimated  population 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1 1956 

1957 

1 

1958 

9.2 

9,9 

9.5 

10.0 

8.5 

10.6 

10.9 

|12.8 

10.7 

11.8 

11.8 

1959  1 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1 1968  ■ 

■ 1969  ; 

10.8 

10.6 

11,4 

10.6 

10.4 

8.6 

9,3 

10.2 

; 1 

9.3 

; i 

lio.o 

i ! 

10.0  ! 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11,9  per  1,000  of 
home  population  for  1969,  The  Area  Comparability  Factor  is  .97,  and  the 
Local  Adjusted  Rate  9,7, 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  were; - 


1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1) 

Cancer 

124 

111 

115 

111 

122 

2) 

Diseases  of  the 

and  circulation 

heart 

217 

226 

182 

233 

253 

3) 

Cerebrovascular 

Disease 

83 

91 

92 

83 

94 

CANCER  MORTALITY  RATE 


The  figure  for  1969  was  1.7  per  1,000  of  population.  There  were  122 
deaths  from  cancer  in  a population  of  69,340, 

Cancer  Mortality  Rate  (all  forms) 
taken  in  triennial  periods 

The  following  table  shows  the  cancer  mortality  rate  since  the  year 
1934.  The  rate  is  given  as  an  average  for  triennial  periods. 


1934 

- 36  . . . , . 

, . . . . 1.4 

1952  - 

54  

1.6 

1937 

- 39  . . . , . 

....  1.4 

1955  - 

57  

1.5 

1940 

- 42  . . . . . 

....  1.4 

1958  - 

60  . . . . , 

1.7 

1943 

- 45  . . . . , 

....  1.6 

1961  - 

63  . . . . . 

1.8 

1946 

- 48  

. . . , 16 

1964  - 

66  

1,8 

1949 

- 51  , . . . . 

....  1.8 

1967  - 

69  

1.7 

MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS 

Break  down  in  age  groups  of  deaths  attributable  to  motor  vehicle  accidents 


r Age  in  Years 

r 

1 - 5 - 

i s j 

16  - I 26  - i 36  - 1 46  - 

56  - 

75  and 

4 15 

25  1 35  1 45  1 55 

65 

over 

- 1 - 

3 1 4 1 - 1 1 

- 

1 
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Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age) 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

6 

12 

Illegitimate 

0 

2 

2 

Totals 

6 

8 

14 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1969  is  10.0  per  1,000  live  births. 
The  causes  of  death  of  the  fourteen  infants  that  died  are  as  follows; - 


Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  under  1 Year 

Congenital  Anomalies 
Birth  Injury 
Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  system 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

Other  causes  of 
perinatal  mortality 

Accidents 

Enteritis 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 


The  following  table  shows  the  Infant  Death  Rate  from  1948  to  1969, 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

27 

29 

29 

27 

25 

26 

25 

15 

25 

16 

19 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

21 

16 

13 

6 

17 

15 

13 

14 

12 

16 

10 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  1969  for  England  and  Wales  is  18.0  per 
1,000  live  births. 

Still  Births 


Males 


Females 


Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


12 

0 


18 

1 


Totals 


12 


19 
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still  Birth  Rate 


The  Still  Birth  Rate  is  13,0  per  1,000  live  and  still  births.  The 
table  below  gives  the  Still  Birth  Rates  from  1959  to  1969. 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

18 

18 

20 

18 

20 

13 

16 

16 

11 

10 

13 

Still  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  - 13,0  per  1,000  births  (live  and 
still)  , 


Increase  of  Live  Births  over  Deaths 


1948 

306 


1949 

265 


1950 

227 


1951 

187 


1952 

228 


1953 

114 


1954 

82 


1955 

82 


1956 

43 


1957 

226 


1958 

255 


1959  1960 

467  578 


1961 

616 


1962 

704 


1963 

675 


1964 

907 


1965 

754 


1966 

766 


1967 

819 


1968 

823 


1969 

740 
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The  causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  for  the  year  5® 
of  deaths  given  for  each  disease  for  all  ages.  The  highest  total  fo 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Total 

All  Ages 

Under 

4 weeks 

4 w 

and 

ly 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Asthma 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer 

Appendicitis 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

6 

82 

31 

3 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

5 

- 

- 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

4 

- 

- 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

1 

- 

- 

Congenital  Anomalies 

4 

2 

- 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

2 

2 

- 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

3 

3 

- 

Symptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

11 

- 

- 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

9 

- 

- 

All  Other  Accidents 

20 

1 

2 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

4 

- 

- 

All  Other  External  Causes 

1 

- 

- 

Enteritis  and  Other  Diarrhoea  Diseases 

2 

- 

I 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

- 

- 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

3 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

2 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

17 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

1 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

39 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

17 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

2 

- 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

4 

- 

- 

Leukaemia 

5 

- 

- 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

36 

- 

- 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

3 

- 

- 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

2 

- 

- 

Anaemias 

2 

- 

- 

Mental  Disorders 

1 

- 

- 

Meningitis 

1 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

4 

~ 

- 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

7 

- 

- 

Hypertensive  Disease 

23 

- 

- 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

149 

- 

- 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

52 

- 

- 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

94 

- 

- 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

22 

- 

" 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

694 

9 

5 

10 


town  in  the  table  below.  You  will  see  there  is  a total  number 
1 in  Blaby  Rural  District  is  at  the  ages  of  75  years  and  over. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Total  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during  the  year  1969 


NOTIFIABLE 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

Number  of  Cases 

Notified  at  Ages 

At 

Under 

1 - 

5 - 

15  - 

25  - 

45  - 

65  & 

all 

1 

4 

14 

24 

44 

64 

Upw- 

Age 

ages 

Year 

Yrs  „ 

Y rs  „ 

Y rs , 

Yrs. 

Yrs , 

ards 

Unknown 

Scarlet 

1 

Fever 

O 

Whooping 

Cough 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

535 

20 

300 

209 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

Malaria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

4 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

0 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

- 

Infective 

Jaundice 

9 

- 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Typhoid 

Fever- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

~ 

- 

Food 

Poisoning 

Erysipelas 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

8 

- 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Other  forms  of 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

12 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  for  the  Year  1969 


Infectious  Diseases  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Average  per  Year  in  Triennial  Periods 


1943 

1946 

1949 

1952 

1955 

1958 

1961 

1964 

1967 

1945 

1948 

1951 

1954 

1957 

1960 

1963 

1966 

1969 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

97 

70 

44 

34 

15 

33 

12 

19 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

74 

131 

164 

111 

87 

29 

19 

13 

13 

Diphtheria 

13 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

393 

216 

525 

232 

540 

342 

665 

720 

635 

Pneumonia 

20 

27 

30 

46 

46 

7 

4 

- 

0.3 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

5 

4 

0.7 

0.7 

- 

2 

0.7 

0.3 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

0,3 

2 

9 

1.3 

1.3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

4 

3 

36 

40 

50 

25 

12 

14 

4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

0.7 

- 

0.3 

0.3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.7 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

3 

2 

0.7 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

0.3 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

0.7 

0.3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

5 

10 

2 

3 

12 

1 

0.3 

Erysipelas 

13 

7 

6 

6 

2.3 

2 

0.7 

3 

1.3 

During  this  year  there  were  569  notifications  of  infectious  disease. 
The  figure  for  1968  was  758. 

Typhoid  Fever 


As  I have  stated  in  my  preface  to  my  Report,  two  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  occurred  during  the  year^  Both  the  patients  came  back  from 
Australia  by  ship  which  en  route  had  called  at  Cape  Town  and  Teneriffe, 

They  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  after  treatment  made  a satisfactory 
recovery , 

Dysentery 

There  were  four  cases  of  dysentery  notified.  The  table  below 
shows  the  fluctuation  which  occurs  from  year  to  year. 


1960 

- 

11 

cases 

1965 

~ 

29 

cases 

1961 

- 

9 

cases 

1966 

- 

9 

cases 

1962 

- 

17 

cases 

1967 

- 

0 

cases 

1963 

- 

9 

cases 

1968 

~ 

7 

cases 

1964 

- 

5 

cases 

1969 

- 

4 

cases 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 


Section  47  - Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of 
Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention 


Under  this  Section  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  having  obtained 
authority  from  the  Council,  can  apply  to  a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction 
for  an  Order  for  the  removal  to  a suitable  place  of  a person  who  is 
suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or  being  aged,  infirm,  or  physically 
incapacitated,  is  living  in  insanitary  conditions  and  is  not  receiving 
proper  care  and  attention. 

Formal  action  under  this  Act  was  not  necessary  this  year. 
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REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


for  the 


Y^R 

1969 


BLABY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUN C I L 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 
Narborough. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  j 

Blaby  Rural  District  Council,  i 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  conjunction  with  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
District  presented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I have  pleasure 
in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  environmental  circumstances  of 
the  District,  including  the  duties  performed  by  your  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  safeguarding  and  improving  the  conditions  in  which  we 
live  in  this  Rural  District 

As  in  previous  years,  I have  presented  the  Report  under  various 
headings,  giving  statistics  and  making  observations  on  certain  matters 
considered  to  warrant  special  attention. 

There  is  only  one  matter  which  I wish  to  comment  upon  in  this 
introduction,  namely  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses.  Over  the  past 
fifteen  years  we  have  dealt  with  by  clearance,  demolition  and  closing 
844  unfit  houses  at  a rate  of  approximately  50  per  year  or  one  a week, 
thus  carrying  out  the  slum  clearance  programme  originally  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  in  1955,  There  still  remain  a few  groups  of  unfit  houses 
in  respect  of  which  action  has  been  scheduled  or  is  pending,  but  it  may 
be  said  that  the  Council  is  nearing  the  completion  of  its  slum  clearance 
programme. 

In  the  District  there  are  still,  however,  over  1,000  houses  which 
must  be  considered  as  being  sub-standard,  having  items  of  defects  and 
lacking  the  essential  amenities  such  as  bathrooms  and  indoor  water 
closets,  and  accordingly,  a change  in  emphasis  is  to  take  place  from 
clearance  and  demolition  to  repair,  re-condi tioning  and  improvement. 

To  this  end  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1969,  will  be  of  great 
assistance,  enabling  the  Council  to  encourage  owners  to  bring  their 
houses  up  to  a modern  standard  of  fitness  with  the  aid  of  Improvement 
Grants , 

Once  again  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  confidence  and 
interest  accorded  by  Members  of  the  Council,  together  with  my  appreciation 
of  the  co-operation  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Chief  and  other 
Officers  of  the  Council,  and  for  the  loyal  support  and  willing  assistance 
given  to  me  at  all  times  by  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department, 


Yours  faithfully. 


_A 


nspector , 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District 
Number  of  Parishes 
Estimated  Population 
Number  of  Occupied  Dwellings 

2 . WATERSTOPLY 


32,212  acres 
23 

69,340  (mid  1969) 
23,847 


Mains  Water  Supplies 


Every  parish  in  the  District  is  supplied  with  mains  water  by  the 
statutory  water  authority  - the  Leicester  Water  Department.  Routine 
samples  taken  of  such  supply  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  were  all  reported  to  be  bacteriological ly  satisfactory  for 
drinking  and  dietetic  purposes. 

As  in  previous  years,  occasional  complaints  were  received  of 
discoloured  water,  due  to  suspended  iron  matter  from  the  water  mains. 

The  majority  of  the  complaints  came  from  occupiers  of  houses  in  cul-de-sacs 
towards  the  ends  of  the  service  mains.  Such  complaints  were  referred 
by  telephone  to  the  Water  Department  who  took  immediate  steps  to  clear 
the  matter  by  flushing  out  the  mains  and  service  pipes. 

Four  routine  samples  were  taken  from  a private  piped  water  supply 
from  a quarry  source  to  a factory  in  the  District;  all  of  which  were 
reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  the  general  position  of  water  supply  in  the  District. 


WATER  SUPPLY  FROM  MAINS 

WATER  SUPPLY  FROM  WELLS 

No,  of  Houses 

23,797 

Estimated 

Population 

69,190 

No,  of  Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

50 

150 

Direct 
Supply 
to  House 

23,787 

1 

By 

Stand- 

pipes 

10 

Direct 
Supply 
to  House 

69,160 

By 

Stand- 

pipes 

30 

Well  Water  Supply 


The  only  houses  still  relying  on  well  water  supply  are  mostly  farm 
houses  and  a few  isolated  houses  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  district 
where  no  mains  are  available. 

Samples  taken  from  two  such  wells  during  the  year  were  all 
reported  to  be  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  Advice  was  given  for 
such  water  not  to  be  used  for  drinking  and  dietetic  purposes  unless 
treated  or  boiled. 
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3. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


With  the  exception  of  the  small  village  of  Aston  Flamville,  which  is 
only  partly  sewered,  all  the  villages  in  the  district  are  provided  with 
main  drainage 

The  Ministry  has  approved  a sewerage  scheme  for  the  parish  of 
Leicester  Forest  West,  which  is  to  take  additional  sewage  from  an  area 
in  the  adjoining  Rural  District  of  Market  Bosworth,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
all  formalities  will  be  completed  to  enable  the  scheme  to  be  coimnenced 
in  1970. 

A main  drainage  scheme  for  Aston  Flamville  is  in  course  of  preparation 
by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  when  completed  there  will  only  remain 
in  the  district  a few  sizeable  groups  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 
further  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  main  drainage; 
foremost  among  such  groups  are  ■" 

Sapcote  “ Leicester  Road  area 

Whetstone  - Cambridge  Road  area  (near  Cosby  Parish) 

Countesthorpe  - Leicester  Road  area  (near  Hospital  Lane). 

Sewage  from  the  various  parishes  is  treated  at  eleven  sewage 
disposal  works  in  the  district,  the  treated  effluents  discharging  into 
water-courses  and  eventually  into  the  River  Soar. 

The  constantly  increasing  flow  due  to  new  development  and  increasing 
use  of  water  has  necessitated  improvement  and  enlargement  of  the  sewage 
works  to  ensure  that  the  effluents  conform  to  the  standards  laid  down  by 
the  Ministry  and  required  by  the  Trent  River  Board, 

Due  to  a progressive  improvement  policy  the  sewage  works  have  been 
maintained  to  a satisfactory  standard,  and  the  Council's  Engineer  has 
prepared  schemes  for  future  improvem^ent  including  the  proposed  abolition 
of  some  of  the  smaller  works  by  draining  the  sewage  to  the  larger 
improved  sewerage  disposal  works. 

The  increasing  flow  of  sewage  to  be  treated  has  presented  problems 
in  the  satisfactory  disposal  of  the  sewage  sludge  which  at  present  is 
distributed  over  land  owned  by  the  Council  near  the  works,  and  elsewhere 
over  farm  land.  In  spite  of  the  use  of  chemical  deodorizers  the  smell 
from  such  spraying  process  has  given  rise  to  many  complaints  from 
residents  in  the  vicinity  of  such  lands. 

To  deal  with  such  sludge,  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  a Central 
Sludge  Treatment  Plant  in  Whetstone  has  been  approved  and  preparatory 
works  have  already  been  commenced. 
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Over  the  recent  years,  new  building,  highway  improvements, 
including  the  M.l  motorway  in  the  district,  have  caused  a much  quicker 
run-off  of  surface  water,  causing  increased  flow  in  water-courses, 
sewers  and  surface  water  drainage  systems  in  some  cases  resulting  in 
surcharging  of  drains  and  sewers  together  with  flooding.  In  an 
endeavour  to  overcome  this  problem,  brook  improvement  and  drainage 
schemes  have  been  prepared  and  some  already  carried  out. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  A,M.  Wellington,  has  kindly 
submitted  the  following  information  on  works  relating  to  sewerage  and 
drainage  carried  out  and  in  progress  during  the  year 

Schemes  Completed  1969 
Blaby/Countesthorpe  - Brook  Improvements 

Braunstone  - Culverting  Water-Course,  A46  to  Percy  Street 
Glenfield  - Foul  Sewer  Storm  Overflow,  West  Street 
Kirby  Muxloe  - Foul  Sewer  Storm  Overflow,  Oakcroft  Avenue 
Lubbesthorpe  - Brook  Improvements  (Phase  2) 

Whetstone  - Central  Sludge  Plant,  Access  Road  Improvement 

Schemes  in  Progress 

Countesthorpe  - Sewage  Works  Extensions,  Stage  B Part  1 
Enderby  - Sewerage  of  Mill  Hill  Area 
Glenfield  - Sewage  Works  Extensions 

(to  include  sewage  from  Ratby  in  area  of 
Market  Bosworth  R.D.C.) 

Kirby  Muxloe  - Foul  Sewer  Storm  Overflow  at  Old  Sewage  Works 
Whetstone  - 21"  Outlall  Sewer  and  Storm  Tanks 


In  connection  with  complaints  received  and  drainage  of  premises 
127  drains  were  examined,  493  obstructed  drains  cleared,  29  drainage 
systems  colour  tested  and  6 smoke  tested. 

Pail  Closets 

Seven  pail  closets  were  replaced  by  water  closets;  grants  of 
half  the  cost  of  conversion  being  made  under  Section  47,  Public  Health 
Act  1936, 

Throughout  the  district  there  are  now  only  100  houses  still 
provided  with  pail  closet  accommodation,  of  which  9 are  subject  to 
action  for  demolition  under  the  Housing  Act,  The  remainder  are  in 
isolated  farm  and  other  houses  where  no  public  sewer  is  available. 
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4, 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  WASTE  DISPOSAL 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  trade  waste,  emptying  of 
cesspools  and  pail  closets,  emptying  of  litter  bins  and  street  cleaning 
is  dealt  with  by  the  Cleansing  Department  which  is  supervised  by  the 
Works  Manager,  the  section  being  under  the  control  of  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor, 

A weekly  service  is  given  for  the  emptying  of  pail  closets  and  a 
three-monthly  cesspool  emptying  service.  When  required,  on  request 
cesspools  are  emptied  more  frequently,  a charge  being  made  for  such 
additional  service. 

Domestic  refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  every  parish  and  trade 
refuse  by  arrangement.  Collections  of  abandoned  motor  vehicles  and 
deposited  litter  of  a similar  nature  are  also  made  when  found  necessary 
under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act, 

Litter  bins  are  provided  by  the  Council  in  the  various  villages 
throughout  the  District  and  are  emptied  weekly. 

The  main  roads  are  regularly  mechanically  swept  by  the  County 
Highway  Authority.  In  certain  villages  Street  Orderlies  are  employed 
by  the  Council  to  keep  footpaths  and  verges  clear  of  litter. 

The  Refuse  Collection  Service  has  been  reorganised  following  a 
special  study  by  the  Manageirient  Services  Section  with  a view  to  improving 
the  service  by  increasing  efficiency  and  productivity  and  permitting 
payment  of  bonus  to  those  engaged  in  the  service;  the  bonus  scheme  has 
operated  very  successfully. 

The  adverse  weather  conditions  coupled  with  the  influenza  epidemic 
in  December  and  over  Christmas  put  a great  strain  on  the  service,  but  to 
the  great  credit  of  the  workmen  and  staff  concerned  the  weekly  service 
was  not  disrupted. 


Refuse  and  Waste  Disposal 

Controlled  tipping  of  refuse  is  carried  out  in  a disused,  sandpit 
at  Huncote . This  will  be  completed  by  filling  by  the  end  of  1971,  and 
negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  acquisition  of  other  suitable  sites 
in  the  District  where  tipping  can  be  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

In  view,  however,  of  the  shortage  of  suitable  tipping  sites  and 
the  problems  associated  with  the  tipping  of  untreated  refuse,  a scheme  for 
the  establishment  of  an  Incineration  Plant  at  Whetstone  is  under  consideration. 
Difficulties  experienced  by  adjoining  authorities  for  disposal  of  refuse 
resulted  in  the  setting  up  of  a consortium  of  four  local  authorities,  Blaby 
R.D.C.,  Leicester  C.b.,  Wigston  U.D.C.  and  Oadby  U.D.C.  for  participation 
in  such  scheme.  Oadby  have  since  withdrawn,  but  progress  has  been  made 
by  the  remaining  three  authorities. 
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In  our  so-called  affluent  society,  the  National  average  increase  in 
the  make  of  refuse  is  in  the  order  of  8%  per  annum,  and  whilst  the  ash 
content  is  decreasing,  refuse  now  consists  of  a greater  proportion  of 
packaging  materials  such  as  paper  and  plastics,  together  with  waste  food, 
vegetable  and  other  organic  matter.  Waste  food  and  organic  matter  in  a 
state  of  decomposition  cause  offensive  smells  and  also  give  rise  to  fly 
and  vermin  infestation,  whilst  during  windy  weather  paper  and  plastics 
become  wind-blown,  and  are  also  easily  ignited  causing  tip  fires. 

Regular  spraying  of  the  tip  with  disinfesting  liquid  is  carried 
out  to  control  infestations,  and  screens  are  erected  to  trap  wind-blown 
paper  and  plastics. 

The  very  nature  of  the  bulk  material  makes  it  difficult  to  handle 
and  consolidate  on  the  tip,  and  an  adequate  supply  of  suitable  materials 
such  as  soil  and  ash  for  covering  is  most  essential. 

Where  adequate  and  suitable  tipping  space  is  available  far  enough 
distant  from  residential  property  where  controlled  tipping  of  crude 
refuse  may  be  carried  out  without  giving  rise  to  any  nuisance,  then  such 
method  of  disposal  is  no  doubt  the  most  economical,  and.  serves  a most 
useful  purpose  by  making  up  and  reclaiming  land  for  better  use.  In  the 
absence  of  such  suitable  sites,  then  incineration  which  reduces  refuse  to 
a small  easily  disposable  innocuous  residue  is  undoubtedly  the  most  hygienic 
method  of  disposal. 

5.  INSPECTION  OF  PREMISES 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  and  recorded  in  the  Register 
during  the  year  was  1,632;  these  included  585  relating  to  infestations  by 
rats  and  mice  and  165  of  other  insect  pests.  Defects  or  nuisances  were 
dealt  with  at  1,700  premises  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 

Notices 


Preliminary  or  Informal 


Public  Health 

Housing 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

94 

15 

Issued  during  year 

1,045 

6 

Complied  with  during  year 

1,044 

17 

Outstanding  31st  December 

95 

4 

Total  Informal  Notices  issued  1,051 

Total  Informal  Notices  complied  with  1,061 


Statutory  or  Formal 


Public  Health 

Housing 

Outstanding  on  1st  January 

1 

22 

Issued  during  year 

6 

3 

Complied  with  during  year 

5 

18 

Outstanding  31st  December 

2 

7* 

^Improvement  Notices  under  H.A,  1964 
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INSPECTIONS  and  REVISITS 


General  Environmental  Health 

Accumulations  77 

Animal  Keeping  and  Pet  Shops  32 

Caravans  105 

Council  Houses  11 

Ditches,  Streams  and  Ponds  175 

Drainage  1,415 

Dwelling  Houses  2,570 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Outworkers  103 

Farm  Premises  65 

Food  Poisoning  107 

Hairdressers  50 

Infectious  Diseases  237 

Launderettes  15 

Lay-Byes  14 

Noise  Act  248 

Open  Spaces  and  Refuse  Tips  185 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  160 

Owners/Contractors  Interviewed  173 

Petroleum  Storage  119 

Piggeries  80 

Poultry  Premises  30 

Public  Buildings  and  Public  Conveniences  28 

Refuse  Bins  4 

Schools  12 

Scrap  Yards  17 

Swimming  Pools  3 

Smoke  Control  1,383 

Unclassified  162 

Water  Supply  69 

Total  7,649 

Food  Control 

Bakehouses  and  Bakers'  Vans  12 

Butchers  and  Butchers ' Vans  53 

Cafes,  Canteens  and  Kitchens  117 

Dairies,  Milk  Shops  and  Milk  Vehicles  44 

Fish  Premises  and  Vans  38 

Food  Complaints  49 

Food  Preparing  Premises  1 

Food  Shops  290 

Food  Warehouses  15 

Licensed  Premises  132 

Market  Gardens  4 

Mobile  Food  Vans  38 

Poultry  Preparing  Premises  32 

Slaughterhouses  1,249 

Total  2,074 

Total  number  of  inspections  9,723 

Visits  by  Rodent  Operator  3,877 


GRAND  TOTAL  13,600 
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6. 


DISINFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION 


Unclean  or  Verminous  Premises 


Pursuant  to  complaints  and  information  received  62  visits  were  made 
to  unclean  premises 

It  was  necessary  to  take  formal  action  under  Section  35,  Public 
Health  Act  1961  in  respect  of  a house  being  in  an  insanitary  condition. 

At  the  Magistrate's  Court  the  occupier  was  fined  £20  and  £35  costs. 

Pest  Infestation 


Advice  and  assistance  was  given  in  74  cases  following  complaints 
of  infestation  by  flies,  ants  and  other  insect  pests. 

Disinfestation  treatment  was  carried  out  at  58  premises  for  the 
destruction  of  wasps'  nests,  and  in  two  premises  for  the  destruction  of 
crickets . 


Disinfection 


In  only  one  case  was  it  considered  necessary  to  carry  out  disinfection 
after  infectious  disease. 


River  Water  Samples 

During  the  Summer  months  people  frequent  the  banks  and  children  in 
particular  play  in  the  shallow  rivers  and  streams  in  the  District,  and  in 
order  to  minimise  any  danger  of  infectious  disease  being  contracted,  swabs 
are  placed  in  such  water-courses  and  samples  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  No  organisms 
of  the  typhoid  group  or  other  likely  to  convey  disease  were  isolated  from 
any  of  the  5 swabs  or  samples. 

Faeces  Samples 


In  connection  with  enquiries  into  certain  notified  Infectious 
Diseases  and  suspected  Food  Poisoning,  344  visits  were  made  and  156 
samples  collected  and  delivered  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination. 

7 , RODENT  CONTROL 


For  the  administration  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  the 
Council  maintains  a Rodent  Destruction  Service,  employing  a Rodent  Operator 
provided  with  a fully  equipped  light  van. 

Treatment  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  at  private  dwellings 
is  carried  out  free  of  charge  as  a public  service,  but  full  charges  are 
made  for  work  on  all  other  types  of  premises. 
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All  premises  and  lands  owned  by  the  Council  are  regularly  inspected 
and  treated  against  rodent  infestation. 

Inspection  of  Premises 


Description  of  Premises 

Total  Visits 

1. 

Private  dwelling  houses 

3,095 

2. 

Business  Premises 

316 

3. 

Farm  and  Agricultural  Premises 

189 

4. 

Council  Premises 

8 

5. 

Refuse  Tips 

12 

6. 

Sewage  Works 

257 

3,877 


Surface  Treatments  1969 


s 

Council 

Private 

Agricultural 

Business 

Totals 

Premises 

Dwellings 

Premises 

or  other 

premises 

Complaints 

received 

2 

533 

60 

596 

Premises 

inspected 

74 

786 

6 

90 

956 

Infe- 

Majors- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

sta- 

tions 

Minor 

1 

34 

472 

2 

46 

554 

Found 

Mice 

0 

17 

0 

1 

18 

Premises 

Treated 

34 

489 

2 

47 

572 

^i'An  infestation  estimated  to  exceed  ten  rats  is  classed  as 
a Major  Infestation. 


Sewer  Treatments 


The  foul  sewers  in  the  various  parishes  in  the  District  are  regularly 
test-baited,  and  treated  where  necessary  for  rodent  destruction  by  baiting 
in  the  manholes. 
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8, 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT  - SMOKE  CONTROL 


Smoke  Control  Areas 


In  1961  the  Council  declared  its  first  Smoke  Control  Area  under 
Section  11,  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  covering  the  Eyres  Monsell  housing  estate 
in  Glen  Parva  parish  since  transferred  to  the  City  of  Leicester  under  the 
Local  Government  Boundary  Review  in  1966, 

The  following  year,  the  Council  adopted  in  principle  a policy  to 
proceed  gradually  with  the  making  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  throughout  the 
urbanised  parts  of  the  District,  commencing  with  those  parishes  bordering 
the  City  of  Leicester,  where  Smoke  Control  Orders  were  coming  into  operation. 

Thus  on  1st  November,  1963,  the  East  Lubbesthorpe  Ward,  Glen  Parva 
Smoke  Control  Order  No.  2 came  into  operation,  followed  by  the  North 
Ward,  Glen  Parva  No.  3 Order  on  1st  October,  1966,  and  finally  the  Glen 
Parva  No,  4 Order  on  1st  August  1968,  bringing  the  whole  of  Glen  Parva 
parish  with  the  exception  of  the  South  Ward  into  a Smoke  Control  Area. 

Pursuing  the  policy  adopted  in  1962,  on  8th  October,  1968,  the 
Council  made  the  Braunstone  and  Enderby  Smoke  Control  Order  (No,  5) 
declaring  part  of  Braunstone  parish,  and  that  undeveloped  part  of  Enderby 
parish  adjoining  Glen  Parva  to  be  a Smoke  Control  Area;  such  Order  being 
confirmed  to  come  into  operation  on  1st  August,  1969. 

In  March  1969,  the  Public  Health  Committee  gave  consideration  to  a 
report  on  a suggested  programme  to  bring  the  greater  part  of  Braunstone 
parish  under  smoke  control,  when  it  was  recommended  that  such  be  phased 
over  the  next  three  years  by  three  separate  Orders  dealing  with  838, 

1,022  and  1,057  domestic  premises  respectively. 

During  the  week  commencing  Monday  21st  April,  a Clean  Air  Exhibition 
was  put  on  by  the  Public  Health  Department  using  an  empty  house  in 
Braunstone,  The  National  Coal  Board  and  Coal  Utilisation  Council,  East 
Midlands  Electricity  Board,  East  Midlands  Gas  Board  and  Shell  Mex  and 
B.P,  Oil  Company  all  participated  using  suitable  rooms  in  which  to  display 
their  various  appliances. 

The  Exhibition  v/as  well  publicised  and  visited  by  a large  number 
of  residents  from  the  Braunstone  area. 

A detailed  report  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  in 
September,  when  it  was  recommended  that  the  Braunstone  No,  6 Smoke  Control 
Order  be  approved  in  principle,  but  that  the  making  of  the  Order  be 
deferred  pending  further  information  on  the  availability  of  adequate 
supplies  of  solid  smokeless  fuels. 

Although  there  was  some  indication  of  a possible  overall  shortage 
of  such  fuels  throughout  the  Country,  from  the  information  received  it 
appeared  that  there  would  be  adequate  supplies  locally  to  meet  the 
estimated  requirements,  and  accordingly,  in  December  the  Committee 
recommended  the  making  of  the  Order,  which  was  resolved  by  the  Council 
on  6th  January,  1970,  and  made  on  10th  February,  1970  to  come  into 
operation  on  1st  October,  1970, 
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There  is  a strong  possibility,  however,  that  in  view  of  the  overall 
position  regarding  the  supply  of  solid  smokeless  fuels,  the  Minister  may 
not  confirm  the  Order  to  come  into  operation  during  1970,  but  it  is 
anticipated  that  there  will  be  a deferment  until  later  in  1971, 


In  a Smoke  Control  Area,  all  industrial  furnaces  must  be  so  designed 
to  burn  smokeless  fuels,  or  so  effectively  mechanically  fired  or  designed 
to  be  as  far  as  practicable  smokeless,  and  only  the  approved  smokeless 
fuels  may  be  burnt  in  domestic  fireplaces. 

To  assist  householders  to  adapt  their  fireplaces  to  burn  such 
approved  smokeless  fuels  the  Council  is  empowered  to  make  a grant  of 
70%  of  the  cost  of  the  approved  necessary  adaptations. 

The  Council  is  reimbursed  of  40%  of  the  cost  from  the  National 
Exchequer,  thus  both  the  Council  and  the  householder  each  pay  30%  of  the 
cost  of  the  approved  necessary  adaptation  of  a fireplace. 

Where  financial  circumstances  are  such  that  the  cost  of  adaptation 
to  burn  smokeless  fuels  causes  hardship  to  the  owner-occupier  of  a house, 
the  Council  may  make  a 100%  grant  towards  the  cost.  Any  application  for 
such  additional  grant  is  investigated  by  the  Treasurer  for  consideration 
by  the  Committee. 


Prior  Approval 


All  plans  submitted  for  approval  under  Planning  and  Building 
Regulations  involving  the  installation  of  furnaces  and  the  erection  of 
chimney  stacks  are  referred  to  the  Public  Health  Department  for  consideration 
under  the  Clean  Air  Acts, 

During  the  year,  8 such  plans  were  perused,  and  in  4 cases  alterations 
to  the  chimney  stack  heights  were  required,  and  Prior  Approval  given  to 
the  proposed  installations. 


Clean  Air  Act  1968 


In  July  1969,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  made  an 
Order,  bringing  into  operation  on  1st  October,  certain  sections  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act  1968,  one  of  which  makes  it  an  offence  to  emit  dark  smoke 
from  the  burning  of  industrial  or  trade  waste  or  from  matter  which  is  burnt 
in  connection  with  any  industrial  or  trade  process  on  industrial  or  trade 
premises  or  on  any  other  premises  where  such  materials  are  burnt. 

Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  past  in  proving  a statutory 
nuisance  from  the  burning  of  waste  materials  on  bonfires,  and  the  new 
legislation  gives  additional  power  to  control  smoke  from  such  practice. 

The  occupiers  of  all  premises  in  the  District  in  respect  of  which 
complaints  had  previously  been  received  of  smoke  arising  from  the  burning 
of  materials  thereon  were  notified  by  letter  of  the  new  requirements. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  issue  two  statutory  notices  prohibiting 
the  emission  of  dark  smoke  from  the  burning  of  materials  in  a scrap-yard, 
and  also  on  an  industrial  trade  waste  tip. 
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Smoke  from  Garden  Bonfires 


Complaints  from  residents  of  neighbours  burning  garden  refuse  on 
bonfires  and  causing  smoke  continue  to  be  received.  An  endeavour  is 
made  to  persuade  people  to  use  discretion  in  the  burning  of  such  materials 
so  as  to  cause  no  nuisance  or  annoyance  to  neighbours. 

To  this  end  the  Council  circulated  a pamphlet  to  every  householder 
in  the  District  with  the  Rate  Demand  Note,  drawing  attention  to  the  nuisance 
and  waste  caused  by  the  unnecessary  burning  of  garden  refuse,  and  advising 
on  methods  of  dealing  with  such  refuse  by  simple  composting. 

Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 


To  obtain  some  indication  of  the  amount  of  atmospheric  pollution 
in  the  District  and  the  effect  of  the  introduction  of  Smoke  Control  Orders, 
a Standard  Deposit  Gauge  was  set  up  in  Glen  Parva  in  1966,  and  a similar 
gauge  installed  in  Braunstone  on  1st  June,  1969. 

Dependant  upon  rainfall  an  indication  of  the  amount  of  pollution 
can  be  determined  by  examining  the  amount  of  solid  matter  deposited  each 
month,  calculated  in  tons  per  square  mile. 

Although  both  the  parishes  of  Glen  Parva  and  Braunstone  have 
established  industries  on  their  Southern  boundaries,  it  is  to  be  expected 
that  there  should  be  a higher  level  of  pollution  in  Glen  Parva  due  to  the 
presence  of  a large  brickworks  in  the  south. 

The  following  gives  some  indication  and  comparison  of  the  degree  of 
pollution  in  the  two  parishes. 

Average  Monthly  Deposit  (Tons  per  square  mile) 


Glen  Parva 

Braunstone 

1966 

10.0 

- 

1967 

9.5 

- 

1968 

4.2 

- 

1969 

4.8 

- 

1969 

5.08  June  to  December  (inclusive) 

6,38 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLY 


9.  MILK  SUPPLY 


Dairies  and  Distribution 

Although  there  are  over  one  hundred  dairy  farms  in  the  District, 
only  two  Producers  retail  their  milk,  most  of  the  milk  produced  in  the 
District  being  sent  away  to  large  dairies  for  pasteurisation.  Most  of 
the  milk  retailed  in  the  District  is  distributed  by  four  large  dairy  firms. 

The  number  of  Distributors  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Producer-Retailers  2 

(milk  produced  in  District) 

Distributors  2 

(from  premises  in  District) 

Distributors  44 

(from  Shops  retailing 
bottled  milk  in  District) 

Distributors  6 

(from  premises  outside  District) 

Total  54 


Satisfactory  conditions  were  maintained  in  the  1 registered  dairy 
in  the  District  to  which  11  visits  were  made. 

Milk  Samples 


Twenty-six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  and  five  samples  taken 
for  biological  examination. 

Satisfactory  Failed  Methylene  Void 

Blue  Test  Result 

Pasteurised  Milk  8 11 

Sterilised  Milk  7 _ _ 

Untreated  3 42 


Untreated  Satisfactory  (No  evidence  of  Void 

(Biological  Examination)  Tuberculosis  or  Brucella  Abortus) 

5 4 1 

10.  ICECREAM 

No  icecream  is  manufactured  in  the  District,  but  150  premises  are 
registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  icecream. 

Samples  of  icecream  are  regularly  taken  throughout  the  year,  but 
principally  during  the  Summer  months,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Twelve  samples  of  icecream  were  taken,  ail  of  which  were  reported 
to  be  satisfactory,  (9  Grade  I,  3 Grade  II). 

1 1 MEAT  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  1,249  visits  were  made  to  the  8 slaughterhouses 
Jn  the  District,  wherein  36,500  animals  were  slaughtered 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

exclu- 

and 

Weight 

ding 

Cows 

Lambs 

in  lbs. 

Number  killed 

8,397 

95 

7 

26,741 

1,260 

- 

Number  inspected 

8,397 

95 

7 

26,741 

1,260 

- 

All  Diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

6 

5 

1 

21 

3 

8,290 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

4,436 

31 

0 

4,584 

84 

51,809 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

53% 

38% 

14% 

17% 

7% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

59 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected,  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 . 24% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

105 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

n 

n 

n 

by  refrigeration 

/ 

U 

u 

u 

vj 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Condemned.  Meat 
Tuberculosis 


Part  or  Offal 

Cattle  Excluding  Cows 

j Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Carcase  Meat 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Heads  and  Tongues 

0 

0 

3 
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other  Diseases 


Part  or  Offal 

Cattle  Excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Carcase  and  Offal 

Septic  Pneumonia 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Oedema 

- 

1 

- 

12 

- 

Emaciation 

- 

3 

- 

2 

1 

Abscesses 

2 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Anaemia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Septic  Arthritis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Moribund 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Bruising 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Jaundice 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Pyelonephritis 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Immaturity 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Septic  Peritonitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Carcase  Meat 

Oedema 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Abscesses 

9 

- 

- 

3 

4 

Bruising 

19 

- 

- 

13 

- 

Adenomata 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Peritonitis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Septic  Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Pleu risy 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

Fibrosis 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Melanosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Actinobacillosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Skin  Actino 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Heads  and  Tongues 

Abscesses 

14 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Actinomycosis 

43 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Parasitic 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Adenomata 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Actinobacillosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lungs 

Abscesses 

19 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Parasitic 

81 

- 

- 

1,251 

- 

Pleurisy 

82 

- 

- 

11 

32 

Adenomata 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

43 

- 

- 

108 

35 

Fascioliasis 

- 

- 

- 

18 

- 

Parasitic 

53 

2 

- 

86 

- 

Pneumonia 

31 

- 

- 

4 

6 

Livers 

Abscesses 

744 

3 

86 

Parasitic 

19 

2 

- 

515 

- 

Fascioliasis 

2,954 

8 

- 

2,473 

- 

Telangiectasis 

11 

12 

- 

~ 

- 

Adenomata 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Part  or  Offal 

Cattle  Excluding  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Kidneys 

Abscesses 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hydronephrosis 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nephritis 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pyelonephritis 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Peritonitis 

Hearts 

1 

Pericarditis 

44 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Parasitic 

14 

- 

- 

7 

- 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Abscesses 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pyelonephritis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Spleens 

Peritonitis 

28 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Abscessed 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pyelonephritis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Stomachs 

Abscesses 

26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Peritonitis 

Skirts 

2 

Abscesses 

22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Peritonitis 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pyelonephritis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Parasitic- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Intestines 

Abscesses 

22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Parasitic 

Udders 

2 

Mastitis 

~ 

■ 

Slaughterhouses  and  Slaughtering 


All  the  eight  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  fully  complj^ 
with  the  standards  set  out  in  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations 
and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  and  have 
been  licensed  annually  since  the  'Appointed  Day'  for  the  District,  1st 
January,  1962,  under  the  Slaughterhouses  Act  1958, 

One  of  these  eight  private  slaughterhouses  is  a modern  private 
abattoir  at  Whetstone,  owned  by  a large  wholesale  meat  distributing  firm, 
all  the  fairly  large  output  of  meat  therefrom  being  exported  from  the 
District.  No  slaughtering  took  place  in  the  private  slaughterhouse  in 
Enderby  during  1969, 
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Meat  Inspection 


Meat  inspection  is  carried  out  in  all  the  slaughterhouses  in  the 
District  by  a senior  Public  Health  Inspector  who  specialises  in  Meat 
Inspection  and  a iully  qualified  Authorised  Meat  Inspector.  In  emergencies 
such  as  illness  and  during  holiday  periods  the  other  Public  Health 
Inspectors  assist  on  a rota  system. 

To  avoid  any  unnecessary  overtime  working  the  Council  made  an  Order 
on  9th  January,  1968,  under  the  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations 
1966  determining  the  times  of  slaughter  to  - 

Monday  to  Friday  - 7.0  a. m,  to6,0p,m, 

Saturday  - 7,0  a.m,  to  12.30  p,m. 

No  Sunday  slaughtering 

Poultry  Inspection 


There  were  two  poultry  preparing  premises  in  the  District  in  1969 
wherein  an  average  of  650  poultry  were  killed  each  week,  but  premises  in 
Blaby  ceased  to  be  used  as  such  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Whereas  it  is  not  practicable  to  give  a full-time  inspection  service, 
regular  inspections  are  made,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  Inspectors  to 
be  called  by  the  proprietors  when  any  abnormal  conditions  are  found. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  28  licences  have  been  issued  to 
slaughtermen  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals. 

12.  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Food  traders  regularly  call  upon  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to 
give  an  opinion  on  the  fitness  of  foodstuffs  for  human  consumption,  and 
when  an  article  of  food  is  found  to  be  unfit  it  is  condemned  and  voluntarily 
surrendered  for  destruction. 


Foods  Condemned  and  Surrendered 


Weight  ( 

approx. ) 

16 

tins  canned  meat 

30 

lbs , 

959 

tins  canned  fruit 

1 , 804 

lbs , 

118 

tins  canned  vegetables 

135 

lbs . 

12 

tins  canned  fish 

7 

lbs. 

407 

packets 

frozen 

vegetables  , . 

208 

lbs. 

403 

packets 

frozen 

fish 

192 

lbs. 

256 

packets 

frozen 

meat 

122 

lbs , 

35 

packets 

frozen 

fruit 

12 

lbs. 

291 

packets 

frozen 

icecream 

96 

lbs. 

47 

packets 

frozen 

pastry  . , 

17 

lbs . 

35 

packets 

frozen 

cream  cakes 

15 

lbs , 

Butter 

35 

lbs. 

Meat 

and  Poultry 

45 

lbs , 

2,718  lbs. 
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Food  Complaints 


Fourteen  complaints  of  the  sale  and  purchase  of  unsatisfactory 
foodstuffs  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Department;  all  were  fully 
investigated,  but  in  no  case  was  the  food  actually  produced  or  manufactured 
in  the  District, 


J 

FOOD 

HOME 

PRODUCED 

IMPORTED 

NATURE 

ACTION  TAKEN 

Bread 

1 

Unsatisfactory  baking 

Informal 

Bread 

1 

Foreign  material  (hessian  fibre) 

Informal 

Bread 

1 

Mould 

Informal 

Bread 

1 

Foreign  body  (metal) 

Informal 

Bread 

1 

Foreign  body  (metal) 

Report  to  Committee 

Bread  Roll 

1 

Mould 

Informal 

Pork  Pie 

1 

Mould 

Informal 

Beef  Suet 

1 

Mould 

Informal 

Meat  Pasties 

1 

Mould 

Report  to  Committee 

Canned  Fruit 

1 

Foreign  body  (insect) 

Informal 

Chocolate 

1 

Out  of  condition  (bloom) 

Informal 

Curry  Powder 

1 

Affected  by  dampness  and  rust 

Informal 

Milk 

1 

Dirty  bottle 

Informal 

Fish 

1 

Unsound 

Informal 

Thorough  investigations  into  all  these  cases  were  made,  including 
visits  to  the  complainants  and  retailers  and  interviews  arranged  with 
wholesalers  and  representatives  of  the  manufacturers  concerned. 

Having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances,  twelve  of  these  cases  were 
dealt  with  informally  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  the  complainants,  but 
it  was  considered  necessary  to  make  special  reports  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  in  respect  of  two  cases. 

In  the  case  of  the  sale  of  meat  pasties  affected  by  mould,  having 
considered  all  the  circumstances  the  Public  Health  Committee  recommended 
that  legal  proceedings  be  taken  under  the  provisions  of  Section  8,  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  1955  in  respect  of  the  sale  of  unsound  food. 

The  Magistrates  found  the  defendant,  the  retailer,  guilty  and  imposed 
a fine  of  £10  with  5 guineas  costs. 
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Sampling  under  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act 


The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  administration 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  1 am  grateful  to  Mr,  F.W,  Arnold,  Chief 
Inspector  of  the  Public  Control  Department  for  supplying  the  following 
information  on  samples  taken  in  the  Blaby  Rural  District  during  the  year. 


Commodity 

Foodstuffs 

Milk 

Beef  Dripping 

Bread 

Chocolate 

Christmas  Pudding 

Cream 

Faggots 

Fish  Cakes 

Gravy  Browning 

Ice  Cream 

Jam 

Mincemeat  Preserve 
Potatoes,  tinned 
Sausages,  Pork 
Sausages,  Beef 
Sausage  Meat,  Pork 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pies 
Vegetables,  mixed 

Beer,  Wines  and  Spirits 

Gin 

Rum 

Shandy 

Sherry 

Vodka 

Whisky 

Drugs  and  Medicines 

Almond  Oil  B.P. 
Cyclamate  Tablets 
Parrish's  Food  B.P.C. 


TOTAL 


No,  of  Samples 


51 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 
2 

4 
1 


8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

108 


In  addition  to  the  samples  listed  above,  samples  of  milk  originating 
in  the  Blaby  Rural  District  were  taken  at  receiving  dairies  in  other  areas. 

Two  of  the  samples  were  adversely  reported  upon;  an  informal  sample 
of  milk  purchased  from  a cafe  was  low  in  milk  fat  content  but  other  samples 
purchased  on  the  same  premises  were  satisfactory,  and  follow-up  samples 
taken  later  reached  the  presumptive  standard.  One  of  the  samples  of 
Pork  Sausages  contained  310  parts  per  million  sulphur  dioxide  preservative 
which  was  not  disclosed  at  the  time  of  sale;  the  vendor  was  cautioned  and 
the  necessary  notice  was  subsequently  displayed. 

None  of  the  other  samples  calls  for  comment. 
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13. 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Regular  routine  visits  are  made  to  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared, 
retailed  and  stored,  as  well  as  vans  used  for  the  sale  and  delivery  of  food 
in  the  District  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

In  general  the  standards  are  well  maintained,  minor  matters  are  dealt 
with  verbally  at  the  time  of  inspection,  but  where  it  is  felt  that  a 
contravention  of  the  Regulations  merits  stronger  action,  informal  notices 
are  sent . 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  under  the 
Regulations  in  respect  of  any  premises  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


Bakehouses  and  Bakers'  Vans 

Butchers  a.nd  Butchers ' Vans 

Cafes,  Canteens  and  Kitchens 

Dairies,  Milk  Shops  and  Milk  Vehicles 

Fish  Premises  and  Vans 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

Food  Shops 

Food  Warehouses 

Licensed  Premises 

Market  Gardens 

Mobile  Food  Vans 

Poultry  Preparing  Premises 


Visits 

Notices 

Issued 

Notices 

Complied 

12 

1 

2 

5 3 

4 

9 

117 

15 

24 

44 

0 

0 

38 

1 

4 

1 

0 

1 

290 

31 

20 

15 

1 

1 

132 

12 

25 

4 

7 

3 

38 

3 

2 

32 

0 

0 

776 

75 

91 

14.  NOISE  CONTROL 

Noise  may  well  be  defined  as  'unwanted  sound'  or  sound  which  causes 
annoyance  or  discomfort  to  the  hearer.  To  some  the  healthy  roar  of  a 
motor-cycle  exhaust,  the  ringing  of  church  bells  or  the  loud  music  of  a 
modern  beat  group  can  give  great  pleasure,  to  others  the  same  can  cause 
intense  annoyance;  again  if  one  participates  in  some  way  with  the  noise 
created  such  is  acceptable,  if  one  is  not  involved  or  not  in  control  then 
the  same  noise  is  unacceptable. 

Of  all  the  many  types  of  complaints  made  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  those  concerning  noise  are  the  most  difficult  to  deal  with.  Such 
complaints  range  from  noise  from  industry,  road  transport,  clubs  and  dance 
halls,  from  neighbours'  sewing  machines,  radio  and  television,  to  noise  from 
barking  dogs  and  crowing  cockerels,  and  whereas  some  of  these  complaints  may 
be  of  such  nature  which  would  warrant  action  by  the  Council  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  others  do  not  warrant  official  action, 
but  nevertheless  in  every  case  an  endeavour  is  made  to  deal  with  the 
situation  and  remove  the  cause  for  complaints. 
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Noise  from  industry  presents  a particular  problem;  noise  from 
factory  premises  which  may  be  a source  of  annoyance  to  nearby  residents, 
may  not  be  of  such  nature  and  degree,  which  would  constitute  a statutory 
nuisance  and  permit  formal  action  by  the  Council.  In  these  cases  residents 
are  advised  of  action  open  to  them  as  individuals  under  the  appropriate 
section  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  and  at  Common  Law. 

When  a complaint  of  noise  from  industry  is  received,  thorough 
investigation  is  made  including  the  taking  of  sound  level  readings,  and 
assessing  the  level  in  accordance  with  the  British  Standard  Method  of 
Rating  Industrial  Noise  affecting  mixed  Residential  and  Industrial  Areas. 

If  it  is  found  that  the  noise  is  above  the  prescribed  levels  for  day  or 
night  then  a nuisance  is  presumed  to  exist  and  statutory  action  recommended. 
When,  hov/ever,  it  is  below  the  prescribed  levels,  then  the  matter  is  dealt 
with  informally  in  an  endeavour  to  bring  about  the  desired  improvement. 

Twenty-one  complaints  of  alleged  nuisance  from  noise  were  received 
during  the  year 

Industrial  Premises  7 

Commercial  5 

Domestic  5 

Other  4 

In  no  case  was  there  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  formal  action. 

The  removal  of  heavy  machinery  from  a factory  in  Blaby  considerably 
reduced  the  emission  of  noise,  but  the  operation  of  this  factory  in  a 
predominently  residential  area  still  causes  annoyance  to  nearby  residents. 

Rock  drilling  and  quarrying  operations  in  Sapcote  were  responsible 
for  many  complaints  received  of  noise  therefrom.  The  drilling,  however, 
was  only  of  an  exploratory  nature  which  was  soon  completed  and  quarrying 
operations  eventually  ceased, 

15,  HOUSING 

The  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  in  the  field  of  Housing 
are  particularly  directed  towards  the  living  conditions  of  persons  in 
existing  houses,  and  in  this  section  of  the  report  as  all  aspects  of  housing 
are  referred  to,  I am  grateful  for  the  information  obtained  from  other 
Departments . 


HOUSES  IN  DISTRICT 

Total  Number  of  Occupied  Houses  23,847 

Total  Number  of  Council  Houses  2,604 

NEW  HOUSES 


Council 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Houses  completed 
during  year 

24 

760 

784 

Houses  in  course 

of  erection  at 
end  of  year 

87 

311 

398 

Number  of 

Post-War  houses 
completed 

2,158 

12,352 

14,510 
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COUNCIL  HOUSE  APPLICATIONS 


Number  of  Applicants  on  list  at  end  of  year 
Number  of  New  Applications  during  year 


417 

263 

(189  O.P.  Bungalows 
288  Ordinary  Council 
Houses) 


INSPECTION  OF  HOUSES  during  year 


Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  214 

Inspections  made  for  such  purpose  1;125 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  74 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Official  Representation  was  made  in  respect  of  seven  Clearance 
Areas  during  1969. 


C.A. 

33 

Countesthorpe  - 

Wigston  Street 

6 

houses 

C.A. 

34 

Whetstone  - King 

Street/The  Nook 

24 

houses 

C.A. 

35 

Enderby  - Chapel 

Street/Conery  Lane 

9 

houses 

C.A. 

36 

Countesthorpe  - 

Brook  Street 

13 

houses 

C .A. 

37 

Countesthorpe  - 

Main  Street 

3 

houses 

C.A. 

38 

Narborough  - Bell  View/Leicester  Road 

10 

houses 

C.A.  39 

Blaby  - Sycamore 

Street/Church  Street 

11 

houses 

Clearance  Orders  made  in  respect  of  Clearance  Areas  Nos,  33  and  37 
have  since  been  confirmed  by  the  Minister, 

Houses  in  Chapel  Street,  Enderby,  C,A,  35  have  been  acquired  by 
negotiation. 

The  Minister  has  since  confirmed  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in 
respect  of  the  Countesthorpe  Brook  Street  C.A,  36, 

A Public  Enquiry  has  been  held  in  respect  of  the  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order  on  the  Whetstone  - King  Street/Brook  Street  C.A,  34,  and  the 
Minister's  decision  is  awaited. 

Following  appeals,  Public  Enquiries  are  to  be  held  in  respect  of 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  on  Narborough  - Bell  View/Leicester  Road 
C,A.  38  and  Blaby  - Sycamore  Street/Church  Street  C.A.  39, 

Twenty  houses  were  demolished  and  seventeen  families  comprising 
twenty-eight  persons  were  rehoused  in  1969  from  seven  previously  confirmed 
Clearance  Areas. 
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INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 


Reports  were  made  in  respect  of  twenty-eight  unfit  houses  and 
subsequent  action  taken  under  the  provisions  of  Section  16,  Housing  Act 
1957  during  the  year,  resulting  in  - 

7 Demolition  Orders 
20  Closing  Orders 

being  made,  and  one  Undertaking  being  given. 


Houses 

Families 

Rehoused 
during  year 

Persons 
Displaced 
during  year 

Demolished  during  year 

30 

6 

10 

Closed  during  year 

4 

0 

0 

Total 

34 

6 

10 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 


The  progress  of  Slum  Clearance  over  the  past  years  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  - 


HOUSES  REPRESENTED 

HOUSES 

DEMOLISHED 

CLOSED 

TOTAL 

YEAR 

CLEAR- 

ANCE 

AREAS 

INDIVI- 

DUAL 

UNFIT 

TOTAL 

CLEAR- 

ANCE 

AREAS 

INDIVI- 

DUAL 

UNFIT 

INDIVI- 

DUAL 

UNFIT 

1955 

24 

21 

45 

0 

4 

21 

25 

1956 

26 

28 

54 

9 

17 

19 

45 

1957 

9 

25 

34 

8 

17 

15 

40 

1958 

0 

43 

43 

29 

23 

15 

67 

1959 

27 

61 

88 

13 

9 

23 

45 

1960 

26 

34 

60 

0 

60 

6 

66 

1961 

15 

20 

35 

12 

19 

13 

44 

1962 

0 

21 

21 

56 

43 

5 

104 

1963 

29 

27 

56 

8 

26 

10 

44 

1964 

53 

22 

75 

0 

29 

14 

43 

1965 

0 

21 

21 

19 

20 

3 

42 

1966 

40 

33 

73 

60 

20 

14 

94 

1967 

4 

10 

14 

45 

18 

7 

70 

1968 

26 

4 

30 

40 

18 

3 

61 

1969 

76 

28 

104 

20 

30 

4 

54 

TOTAL 

355 

398 

753 

319 

353 

172 

844 
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REPAIR  OF  HOUSES 


Informal  Action 


Unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  as  result  ^5 

of  informal  action 

Houses  in  v/hich  repairs  were  carried  out  21 

Statutory  Action 


1)  Public  Health  Acts 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  ^ 

service  of  formal  notices 

2)  Housing  Act 

Houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  2 

(Sections  9 - 16,  H.A.  1957) 

3)  Housing  Act  1964 

Houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  18 

Immediate  Improvement  Notices  (Section  15  & 16) 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSES 


Housing  Acts  1949  - 1969 

The  Housing  Act  1969,  came  into  operation  on  25th  August,  1969, 
and  gave  legislative  effect  to  the  proposals  set  out  by  the  Government 
in  the  White  Paper  "Old  Houses  into  New  Homes". 

Up  to  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  new  Act,  under  the  Housing 
Act  1964,  a Standard  Grant  of  up  to  £155  was  available  for  the  provision 
of  standard  amenities  in  a house,  and  a.  Discretionary  Improvement  Grant 
of  up  to  £400  for  the  improvement  of  a house  up  to  full  standard. 

The  1969  Act  increased  the  maximum  of  the  Standard  Grant  to  £200, 
and  the  Discretionary  Improvement  Grant  up  to  £1,000,  with  the 
definition  of  improvement  broadened  to  cover  repairs  and  replacements 
necessary  to  make  fully  effective  the  improvement  work  subject  to  a 
m.aximum  of  50%  of  the  approved  cost. 

Standard  Grant  Scheme 

Amenity  Standard  Value 

£ 


(1) 

Fixed  bath  or  shower 

30 

(2) 

Hot  and  cold  water  supply  at  bath  or  shower 

45 

(3) 

Wash-hand  basin 

10 

(4) 

Hot  and  cold  supply  at  wash-hand  basin 

20 

(5) 

Sink 

15 

(6) 

Hot  and  cold  supply  at  sink 

30 

(7) 

W.C.  inside  house 

50 

Total  for  all  seven  amenities  £200 
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In  addition  to  these  seven  standard  amenities,  three  extra  items 
may  be  approved  for  standard  grant  up  to  a maximum  of  £450.  Where 
approved  as  being  necessary  such  items  are  - 

(a)  a bathroom  for  a new  bath 

(b)  piped  cold  water  supply  for  the  first  time  for  the 
standard  amenities 

(c)  a septic  tank  or  cesspool  for  a new  w.c,  where  main 
drainage  is  not  available. 

Applications  for  Standard  Grants  received  during  the  year  (1964 


Act ) - 

from  owner/occupiers  51 

from  owners  of  tenanted  houses  21 

Number  of  applications  approved  73 

Number  of  applications  refused  2 


Number  of  houses  improved  during  the 
year  with  Standard  Grants 

Improvement  (Discretionary)  Grant  Scheme 


Such  Improvement  Grant  is  made  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council 
to  the  owner  of  a house  towards  the  costs  of  improvements  up  to  a twelve 
point  standard,  which  requires  that  an  improved  house  should  be  - 

(1)  in  good  repair  and  free  from  damp;  and  have 

(2)  each  room  properly  lighted  and  ventilated; 

(3)  an  adequate  inside  water  supply; 

(4)  an  adequate  hot  water  supply; 

(5)  a w.c,  inside  or  readily  accessible; 

(6)  a fixed  bath  in  a bathroom,; 

(7)  a sink  and  waste; 

(8)  proper  drainage; 

(9)  each  room  with  either  gas  or  electric  lighting  points; 

(10)  adequate  heating; 

(11)  satisfactory  facilities  to  store,  prepare  and  cook  food; 

(12)  a proper  fuel  store  if  required. 

Applications  for  Grants  received  during  the  year  (1964  Act)  - 


from  owner/occupiers  11 

owners  of  tenanted  houses  9 

Total  20 

Number  of  applications  approved  21 

Number  of  applications  refused  1 


Number  of  houses  reconditioned  during  year 
with  Discretionary  Improvement  Grants 
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IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 


This  Council  was  one  of  the  comparatively  few  Local  Authorities  to 
implement  the  provisions  of  Part  2 of  the  Housing  Act  1964  to  proceed 
with  the  making  of  Improvement  Areas, 

On  10th  January,  1967  the  Council  passed  the  formal  resolution 
declaring  an  area  comprising  99  houses  in  Harwell  Road/Castle  Road/Church 
Road,  Kirby  Muxloe  to  be  an  Improvement  Area, 

The  requisite  preliminary  notices  were  issued  in  1967,  followed  by 
the  service  of  22  Immediate  Improvement  and  3 Suspended  Improvement 
Notices  at  the  end  of  1968  in  respect  of  those  houses  where  improvements 
had  not  been  carried  out , 

During  1969  works  of  improvement  continued  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  excluding  the  three  houses  subject  to  the  Suspended  Improvement 
Notices,  in  only  five  houses  had  the  improvements  not  been  carried  out. 
Instructions  have,  however,  been  given  by  the  respective  owners  to  their 
contractors  to  carry  out  the  necessary  works. 

The  Planning  Committee  had  under  consideration  two  further  possible 
improvement  areas  in  Enderby  and  Stoney  Stanton,  but  in  view  of  the 
altered  provisions  in  the  Housing  Act  1969  relating  to  Improvement  Areas, 
no  positive  action  has  yet  been  taken,  but  the  proposed  two  areas  have 
been  referred  to  the  County  Planning  Authority  for  observations. 


Rent  Act  1957 


No  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under 
this  Act  during  the  year. 

16.  RESIDENTIAL  CARAVANS 

Under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960  there 
were  the  following  licensed  sites  in  the  District  in  1969. 


16 

1 

1 


Single  caravan  sites 
Two  caravan  site 
Twenty  caravan  site 


in  addition  to  the  Council  caravan  site  at  Countesthorpe  with  ten  caravans 
thereon . 

The  actual  number  of  caravans  stationed  on  licensed  sites  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  forty-eight. 


Itinerant  Caravanners 


As  in  previous  years,  itinerant  caravanners,  singly  and  in  groups 
encamped  on  roadside  verges  and  in  lay-byes  off  roads  in  the  District, 

In  order  to  prevent  such,  groups  becoming  established  on  such 
unsatisfactory  sites,  after  a brief  stay  the  Police  moved  them  on. 

Such  sites  eventually  became  so  fouled  and  littered  with  rubbish 
that  the  Cleansing  Department  was  required  to  clear  up  and  remove  the 
refuse . 
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The  majority  of  these  itinerants  are  not  true  gypsies,  but  are 
mainly  dealers  in  scrap  materials  who  collect  scrap  from  nearby  Midland 
towns;  many  of  these  itinerant  families  originate  from  the  Republic  of 
Eire . 


There  are,  however,  several  family  groups  of  itinerants  who  have 
frequented  the  Blaby  and  adjoining  county  districts  over  several  years, 
and  who  have  co-operated  reasonably  well  in  causing  the  least  possible 
annoyance  and  to  whom  consideration  ought  to  be  given  to  enable  them  to 
settle  on  suitable  approved  sites  in  the  County. 

With  the  co-operation  of  the  District  Councils,  the  County  Council 
is  endeavouring  to  set  up  suitable  sites  in  the  County  to  accommodate 
such  almost  indigenous  families  of  caravan  dwellers,  and  one  such  site 
has  been  proposed  at  Aston  Firs  in  the  parish  of  Aston  Flamville  in  this 
District . 

In  an  endeavour  to  assess  the  problem  of  dealing  with  itinerants 
and  the  provision  of  suitable  sites,  the  Welfare  Committee  of  the 
Council  has  made  special  visits  to  several  sites  already  established  for 
such  itinerants  by  other  Local  Authorities  in  various  parts  of  the 
Country,  and  has  gained  much  valuable  information, 

17,  THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


In  connection  with  the  administration  of  this  Act  further  inspections 
of  Offices  and.  Shops  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  in  all  160 
visits  were  made. 

Whereas  no  serious  breach  of  the  regulations  was  found,  informal 
notices  were  issued  in  respect  of  26  minor  contraventions. 


CLASS  OF 

Number 

Number  Employed 

PREMISES 

Registered 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Offices 

32 

125 

57 

182 

Retail  Shops 

136 

205 

315 

520 

Wholesale  Shops 
and  Warehouses 

5 

23 

9 

32 

Catering  Establishments 
Canteens 

24 

224 

261 

485 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

2 

1 

3 

TOTALS 

198 

579 

643 

1,222 
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Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 

Found 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 

Found 

4 

Cleanliness 

1 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

0 

5 

Overcrowding 

0 

13 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

0 

6 

Temperature 

1 

15 

Eating  Facilities 

0 

7 

Ventilation 

0 

16 

Floors,  passages,  stairs 

4 

8 

Lighting 

2 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts 
machinery 

1 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

6 

18 

Protection  of  young  persons  ^ 
from  dangerous  machinery 

10 

Washing  facilities 

4 

19 

Training  of  young  persons 
working  at  dangerous 
machinery 

0 

11 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water 

0 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

0 

12 

Clothing  Accommodation 

1 

24 

First  Aid 

General  Provisions 

6 

TOTAL 

26 

Reported  Accidents 


Notifications  of  two  accidents  in  premises  covered  by  the  Act  were 
received  during  1969. 

Both  were  of  a minor  nature,  one  occurring  in  a warehouse  and  the 
other  on  licensed  premises.  The  circumstances  were  fully  investigated, 
and  advice  given  to  prevent  any  repetiticn  of  such  type  of  accidents. 

18 . HAIRDRESSING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Byelaws  are  in  operation  made  by  the  Council  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  for  securing  cleanliness  in  hairdressers  and  barber's  premises. 

In  general  the  40  premises  in  the  District  are  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  condition;  letters  were,  however,  sent  in  two  cases 
recommending  minor  improvements, 

19.  SWIMMING  BATHS 


Although  there  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  District,  swimming 
pools  have  been  built  at  two  County  Schools,  Enderby  - Brockington  and 
Braunstone  - Winstanley,  The  public  do  not  have  a direct  use  of  such 
swimming  pools,  but  in  addition  to  the  school  children,  several  organisations 
connected  with  the  schools  and  Community  Colleges  have  the  use  after 
school  hours 

Regular  checks  are  made  of  the  swimming  bath  water  to  ensure  the 
correct  degree  of  chlorination. 
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20. 


PET  SHOPS  AND  ANIMAL  BOARDING 


Three  shops  where  pet  animals  are  offered  for  sale  are  licensed  under 
the  Pet  Animals  Act  1951,  and  8 premises  where  dogs  and  cats  are  boarded 
licensed  under  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act  1963, 

All  premises  are  maintained  up  to  the  recommended  standards. 

21.  PETROLEUM 


All  places  where  petroleum  spirit  and  inflammable  petroleum-based 
mixtures  are  stored  are  controlled  by  the  Council  by  the  issue  of  annual 
licences  under  the  Petroleum  Act  and  Regulations. 

The  Council  subscribes  to  the  Association  for  Petroleum  Acts 
Administration,  an  organisation  set  up  in  an  endeavour  to  secure  uniformity 
in  the  application  of  the  Code  of  Principles  of  Construction  and  Licensing 
Conditions  issued  by  the  Home  Office  relating  to  petroleum  installations. 

Tests  were  applied  to  9 petrol  tanks  during  the  year  and  102  visits 
were  made  to  the  78  licensed  petroleum  installations  and  stores  in  the 
District . 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  Respect  of  the  Year  1969  for  the  Rural 
District  of  Blaby  in  the  County  of  Leicester 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act  1961 


PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 


1,  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 &. 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

0 

- 

- 

- 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

187 

93 

2 

0 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

25 

15 

0 

0 

TOTAL 

212 

108 

2 

0 
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2, 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 

which  defects 

were  found 

in 

Number  of 

cases  in 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Reme- 

died 

(3) 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H,M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

defective 

2 

0 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

No,,  of 

No,  of 

No . of 

No,  of 

out- 

cases 

prose- 

inst- 

Nature 

workers 

of 

cutions 

ances 

of 

in 

default 

for 

of 

Notices 

Prose- 

Work 

August 

in 

failure 

wo  rk 

served 

cutions 

list 

sending 

to 

in 

required 

lists 

supply 

unwho- 

by 

to  the 

lists 

lesome 

Section 

Council 

prem.- 

110  (1) 

ises 

(c) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing^ 
apparel i 

Making 
etc . 

98 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cleaning 

and 

Washing 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Plastics  Manufacture 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

99 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Outworkers  - August  Return  1969 


Nature  of  Work 

Outworkers  employed 
by  firms  in  District 

Outworkers  employed  by 
firms  outside  District 

Wearing  Apparel 

Hosiery 

9 

35 

Boots  and.  Shoes 

2 

11 

Knitwear 

0 

29 

Clothing 

0 

6 

Corsetry  and  Elastic 

0 

6 

Plastics  Manufacture 

0 

1 

TOTAL 

11 

88 

TOTAL 

99 
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